
Flag Code Primer for                          

U.S. Households  

 The flag should only be displayed from sunrise to sunset. If households desire a     

patriotic effect, then they may display the flag around the clock as long as it is             

illuminated during the hours of darkness.  

 

 The flag should not be displayed during inclement weather unless an all-weather flag is being 

used.  

 

 When a flag is displayed from a staff projecting horizontally or at an angle from the front of a 

building (such as from a window sill, balcony, or pillar), the union (blue portion) of the flag should 

be placed at the peak of the staff unless the flag is at half-staff. If a flag is suspended over a side-

walk from a rope extending from a house to a pole at the edge of the sidewalk, then the flag 

should be hoisted out, union first, from the building. When displayed horizontally or vertically 

against a wall, the union should be uppermost and to a flag’s own right (to the observer’s left). If   

displayed in a window, the flag should be displayed in the same way, with the union 

to the left of the observer who is outside of the window.  

 

 If the flags of two or more nations are displayed, they should be flown from sepa-

rate staffs of the same height. The flags should be similar in size. (International 

usage forbids the display of the flag of one nation above that of another nation in 

times of peace.) However, if flags of States, cities, localities, or pennants of societies are flown 

from adjacent staffs, none of these should be placed above or to the right of the U.S. flag. If these 

flags are flow from the same halyard, then the U.S. flag should always be at the peak.  

 

 U.S. flags should be treated respectfully. They should not be allowed to touch anything beneath 

them (e.g., the ground, water) and should no longer be flown once they are worn and tattered. 

They should only be displayed as described above and should never be used as draperies, table 

cloths, clothing, etc.  

 

 Worn flags should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning. The Flag 

Code does not specify specific procedures for burning worn flags. Thus, any proce-

dure which is in good taste and shows no disrespect to the flags is appropriate.  
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