
Basic Tool Primer 
Claw Hammer  

Driving in nails and levering them out. 

Also useful for demolition. 

Flat-Head and Phillips-Head 
Screwdrivers  

Driving in and removing screws.  

Adjustable Wrench  

Tightening and loosening nuts and bolts 

of various sizes. 

Socket Wrench Set  
Tightening and loosening nuts and bolts of 

various sizes (ratcheting mechanism eliminates 
the need to remove and refit the wrench after 
each turn, as is necessary with an adjustable 

wrench).  

Combination Pliers  

Gripping objects (nails, nuts, etc.) in  

order to hold, turn, or pull them.  

Needle-Nose Pliers  

Gripping objects in order to hold, turn, or pull 
them (long, skinny shape makes them useful for 

getting into small spaces). Also helpful for 
cutting, bending, or stripping wire.  

Tape Measure  

Taking accurate measurements.   

Level  

Determining if a fixture or piece of    

hardware is level.  

Utility Knife  

Cutting various materials.  

Hacksaw  

Cutting through metal, plastic, and 

wood. 

Putty Knife  

Spreading materials or scraping         

surfaces.  

Assorted Tapes  

Preventing leaks at threaded plumbing      
connections (Teflon or plumber’s tape),     

insulating electrical wires (electrical tape), and 
securing a wide variety of items (duct tape).    

Stud Finder  

Locating studs behind walls or below 

other surfaces.  

Flashlight  

Illuminating work areas.  

Protecting the eyes, hands, ears, and 

lungs while working.  

Safety Glasses, Work Gloves, 

Earplugs, and Dust Masks  


